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to the amount of 47,OOOZ.    If gentlemen, however,
will take the i rouble to look into the journals they
will find that this sum was granted during the recess
of parliament; that not only was the ally of this
country placed in perilous circumstances, but that
Turin* was actually in a state of siege.    A demand
was made  for 50,000/.  and the letter which Mi--
Secretary Harley sent in answer to the Ambassador
of Savoy, "will at once explain the principles of the
constitution and the inapplicability of the precedent.
The letter states,that it is not practicable, according"
to the custom of the constitution, while parliament is
not sitting, to comply with the request; yet, in the
pressing circumstances of the case, her Majesty .was
willing to grant a certain sum to be deducted out of
the subsidy that was paid to the Dnke of Savoy,
Will it then be said,   that in  circumstances like
these, when there was a certainty that the money
was employed in a manner to which parliament had
consented, when it was to be deducted from a sub-
sidy that had regularly been granted, will it be said
that, either in the extent or in the principle, either
in the circumstances or in its conduct, the present
measure could be justified by an appeal to the autho-
rity of tfris precedent.    This is the first of those
four boasted precedents which have so readily con-
vinced the right honorable gentlemen of the pro-
priety of the minister's conduct.    The next prece-
dent was in 1742.    The money was then disposed
of when parliament was not sitting,  and  it  was
afterwards moved in that house, that  the sending
sums to any foreign prince, without the consent of
parliament, was a dangerous misapplication of the
public money, and highly destructive of the consti-
tution.    On these words an amendment was moved,
adding that the measure was unavoidable,  and that
it was necessary for the interests of the common
cause.    At that time, therefore, the measure was
condemned, and the only justification set up was its
indispensable necessary. -If this necessity could now